
The Top Ten Misconceptions
Chinese have about America
When the Chinese come and visit the United States, they are often spell-
bound in shock and amazement. They find that they LOVE, absolutely L-O-V-E
the United States. I have many friends who have told me this. Another thing
that they have told me is that it was not what they expected.

Here are some of the misconceptions that Chinese have of America…

1. Donald Trump is despised and is
going to prison if not executed
outright.

Well, this is what you would expect if all you watched was CNN and MSNBC.

In fact, most “Western media” that the Chinese see is the main-steam Ameri-
can media. While most Americans, not all, understand that the American me-
dia has a fatally liberal bias, the Chinese are unaware of this. Thus, the
impression that they get is that the American media represents the hearts
and minds of the American people.
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A smiling Donald Trump eating KFC on one of his airplanes.
Looks good. I sure could use some mashed potatoes, gravy and
coleslaw as well.

As such, they are astounded that Donald Trump is able to get away with so
much!

“1. Donald Trump is despised and is going to prison if not executed
outright.”

A few months ago I had a chance to talk with an engineering student from
India who was visiting the US, and she had much the same impression. She
asked me why the American people hadn’t risen up and removed Trump from
office since he was so universally despised.

She was genuinely surprised when I told her that Trump was probably the
most popular American president since Reagan and would surely be
re-elected in 2020.

I realized from this conversation how much the Mainstream media’s
endless propaganda war on Trump is diminishing America’s prestige
globally. People in other countries mistakenly think of America’s news



media as being legitimate, and believe what they hear. (Even far-left
Americans realize that most of CNN’s reporting is bullsh*t.)

We look like a third-rate banana Republic on the verge of collapse to
the rest of the world. I doubt the current Supreme court confirmation
hearings are helping matters.

- Junk Silver

They are amazed that he is not being hung from scaffolding or being
lynched. They, thus believe that he must be a most capable politician and a
supreme businessman; a man not to be trifled with. The reactions that I see
from my fellow Chinese friends is a mixture of awe, admiration, and fear.

Just WHO is this man, they muse.

The Chinese believe the main-stream media and are impressed with
President Trump for his ability to avoid hanging from a noose.

2. Everything is Free!

After nearly a decade of President Obama being televised giving away free
things, most Chinese have the impression that that is what America repre-
sents. Free cars. Free cell-phones. Free citizenship. Free meals. Free hous-
ing.  They do not realize that nothing is free, and ultimately someone must
pay a price for it.

http://freerepublic.com/~junksilver/


Obama has given away more money, more things, and more
cash than any other president. The only problem is that
it wasn’t his money to give away. It was yours.

Today, when I mention that America used to be the “Land of the Free”, they
respond with “What, you no longer get free healthcare, free education, free
cell-phones and free housing?” They think that the current President is
changing America away from a “Free” nation and moving towards something
more practical.

Somehow, and I really do not know how, they believe that the government has
an endless supply of money to spend. As such, they think that it was quite
magnanimous of President Obama to spend that money on the American people.
Now, they are afraid that the money will be spent elsewhere, like on wars.

The way the American government works is a mystery to the Chinese. But,
that is ok. It is a mystery to most Americans as well.



3. Americans are Rich.

It goes to think, don’t you agree, that if all Americans are driving nice
cars and living in nice houses that Americans MUST be rich. What the Chi-
nese do not realize is that in America everything is rented. Very few peo-
ple pay in cash to buy a car or a house.

Most Chinese live in an apartment. The apartment is tiny by
American standards, so when a Chinese person comes to America,
they become amazed at the sizes of the homes, the cars and the
portions of food. They think, indeed, America is a rich coun-
try full of rich people.

Oh, certainly there are those who are driving older cars that we paid off
years ago. That there are those who paid off their thirty year mortgages
ten years ago, however, they are a minority. Most Americans pay both a mort-
gage and a car payment, with a sizable number now paying school loans.

In China, most people pay in cash. They save like crazy, sort of like the
Amish, and then spend the money where necessary. While credit is available
to the citizens, most maintain a traditional attitude towards frugality and
savings. Thus they think that Americans must be the same.

Which is why many Chinese believe that Americans are quite wealthy.



The Chinese believe Americans are very wealthy, because by Chinese
standards, you need to be a millionaire to be able to live like an
American does.

4. All Americans carry guns and
are Armed.

Sometimes when a Chinese person visits America, they
come back with all kinds of stories of their adven-
tures. They take pictures, and often ask me what is the
story behind the photos. As an American, I think noth-
ing of the images, but then when I think about it, it
becomes hilarious.

I chuckle at this one.

Nope, not at all true. But if all you watch is the American main-stream me-
dia, of course you would have this impression. From the “debates” on CNN,
to the discussions on the Huffington Post, everyone talks about the free ac-



cess to firearms. Of course, if that is all you have access to, the impres-
sion would be of an overly and unfairly armed American populace.

What many Chinese think how Americans have
breakfast. It consists of “runny” eggs, but-
tered toasted bread, some bacon, a cup of
coffee and a nice firearm.

This puzzles the Chinese to no end. “Why does Americans need so many guns?”
they ask. “The police will protect you”. Well, in China the role of the po-
lice is quite sedentary. Most of China consists of hard-working nerds. The
police are there to deal with an occasional victim or crime. However, they
never police behavior. Not like in America.

Anyways, when asked, I tell them how I miss my P99 and S3. They always ask
me about the big caliber Smith and Wesson handguns, and ask if I ever owned
a Glock.

I have to disappoint them, but I do tell them that I really enjoyed my old
AK-47 clone (that I bought in California before they were banned). And I
would get started on a conversation about the joys of black-powder (think
Dixie Gun Works) and compound bows. It’s a world that really interests
them. I’ll tell you what.

https://www.dixiegunworks.com/


Of course there are many Americans that are offended by
this meme. I happen to believe that my breakfast is cer-
tainly a little different.

The Chinese are often surprised that Americans don't carry guns
everywhere.

5. America is Full of Excitement
and Happiness.

By watching shows such as “Friends” the Chinese have come to consider Ameri-
cans as nice friend and family oriented folk; people who have come to be-
lieve that life should be lived to it’s fullest. It’s a nice illusion.

Something happened between 1975 and today. Americans have become less of



what they once were. It’s kind of sad. We lost something.

Maybe it’s all the restrictions at the workplace, or the over-reliance on
portable media for enjoyment. I don’t know why, but many Americans look for-
ward to mowing the grass and playing on the computer instead of fishing
with an ice cold six pack of beer and being with friends. I lament that.

Here is a typical American town. It’s peaceful and quiet. In
contrast, all of China is noisy, with people doing all sorts
of things with all kinds of flashy lights and signs.

Yet when they come to America, their first impression is quite different.
“It is so, so, so very quiet” a friend told me.  Businesses close before 9
pm, and residential streets seem abandoned like a post apocalyptic ghost--
town.

The Chinese visitor often finds that America is a very quiet and
peaceful place. It's a bit of a surprise.



6. Everyone is your Friend.

Just because someone smiles, does not mean that they like you and are your
friend. In America, smiling is just a polite way of interaction with
strangers. In China, however, smiles are something that is reserved for spe-
cial people. People, mind you, who have earned their place in your heart.

This is a typical American street on a fine day. Note the
proud American flag flying and the what must be a nice crisp
day. If you walked into any of these stores, the people would
greet you with a smile. To a foreigner, it seems odd, but real-
ly comfortable.

When a Chinese person visits the United States, they are overwhelmed at how
friendly everyone seems. Everyone smiles, opens up the doors for you,
stands out of the way and is helpful. That being said, they are shaken to
the core when they try to get into a conversation and practice their En-
glish. Aside from a polite minor conversation, most Americans just want to
be left alone.



To a Chinese person this is like a best friend turning their back on you.

In America, a smile does not mean someone is your friend. It just means
that the person who smiles is polite. In China, people normally do NOT
smile. If they do, you know that they are a friend. Smiles are reserved for
people who have a place in your heart.

The Chinese are often very comfortable in the United States, but find
that making "real" friends is often very difficult to do.

7. Everything is Fair and Just.

Well, isn’t that what America stands for?

Ah, yes. The rule of law. But hey, when there are two standards of law; one
for the super rich, and one for the rest of us,  it isn’t fair. In fact, it
is more than that. It is not a rule of law. It is a rule by favoritism, and
there isn’t any real laws.

The Chinese understand this instinctively.

However, they are surprised that it exists in America. As they have been
taught, and under the impression, that America was immune from this kind of
judicial corruption. As a Chinese friend once told me, a nation that has
two sets of laws; one for the powerful and one for the rest of us, is not a
nation of law. It is a dictatorship.



Lock her up by Ben Garrison at Grr Graphics. All credit to the
artist. Hillary Clinton sure has managed to get away with a
lot. This is a characteristic of a third world banana re-
public. It is not the characteristic of a functioning Re-
public.

The Chinese are often surprised that America works the same way as China
often does. It's the "golden rule"; the one with all the gold makes all
the rules.



8. The Government works for the
People.

America was set up as a place where the government serves the people. This
is part of American history. As such, it is taught that way. Even in China.

Now it does not work that way. Now, in America it is not taught that way in
schools either.  However, it is still taught that way in China.

A casual visitor to the United States thinks nothing of this. It is until
they are pulled over by a police car for a minor infraction, stopped at a
check point for “inspection”, or told to hand over their cell phone for
scanning. These things are unheard of in China. And, thus, are a real big
shock to a Chinese citizen.

In America the police have been weaponized into a military
force. This can come as a shock to the Chinese who see the po-
lice as the “keepers of order and stability”. Not as a mili-
tarized force that is used to enforce laws.



Other shocks include;

Open container laws
Paying for internet access
Taxes on everything
Money that is always complicated ($9.98 instead of $10)
Huge portions of food
Lack of public transportation (or insufficiency of)

In China the police are used in much the same way as they are used in Ameri-
ca. However there is a great divergence in philosophy behind their use. In
China, the police are used to go after criminals who create victims. In the
Untied States, the police are used to enforce behavior.

Chinese police arresting a criminal. The job of
the Chinese police is to maintain the peace and
harmony of an enormous society. Their most active
role is to pursue and catch criminals who have
hurt others and created victims. You can see some
of the police cars in the background.

By the way, here is an unobstructed view of the police cars used in the ar-
rest above. Pretty cool huh? Quite different from the military-grade hard-
ware used by the American police…



This is a Chinese police car. The Chinese have all sorts of
vehicles that are used to perform their duties. This varies
from Segways, to cars and vans. In a pinch, the Chinese do
have SWAT teams that are used very sparingly. They also of-
ten use these vehicles to patrol and interact with the peo-
ple.

The Chinese are surprised that America has such a large police and
military presence.

9. There is Crime Everywhere.

While the militarized police is a bit of a surprise, the fact that they ex-
ist are not. Everyone in China “knows” that America is a land full of crime
and corruption.



They know this, of course, from Hollywood. It doesn’t matter if it is
white-collar crime like “The Wolf of Wall-street”, or street gangs from any
one of a thousand movies. The Chinese tend to believe that America is a dan-
gerous place.

Thus their surprise that they don’t see any crime.

Most of America is very safe. America, is a great place to
raise children, contrary to what Hollywood and the main-
stream news might lend one to believe. Most of America
looks something like this. The exceptions lie in heavy mi-
nority communities.

Or course, if they were to visit Chicago, Detroit or Baltimore, their
opinion might be quite different. When the Chinese visit, they see how beau-
tiful and clean America is. They see police patrolling in nice new squad
cars, and Americans behaving in polite and ordered ways.

They tend to be a little surprised that America is much safer than what



they have been led to believe.

10. Everyone Speaks English.

I always get a big laugh out of this. Yet, it is a common misconception.

No, I am not talking about people speaking Spanish in Texas or California.
Rather I am talking about what happens when a Chinese person goes into a
area where people speak a heavily accented English. Like, for instance
Arkansas, Louisiana, or Mississippi.

Here’s a pretty good map of regional American English ac-
cents.

"My grandmother said things like, “over yonder,” “rightchere,” (right
here), “likeyat,” (like that), and “haint” (spook). Any non-sleeping dog
had a “wild hare up its ass,” and if Grandma was angry, she was “some



kinda burnt up.” She was prone to redundant modal verbs (“I done told
you before”) and a big fan of the circumfix “a-in”–such as an owl
“ahootin’ and ahollerin’.” Similar to Barry Hannah and Singleton’s
backwoods characters (consider Hannah’s use of “sumbitch” or “You’re all
wore out from being nice,”

-Trying to write in a Southern Accent

My favorite story is when some Chinese stopped and asked for directions in
Kentucky. The instructions went something like this…

“Yall  done drive past wheer dat old tree used to be, hang a left. You’ll
recon Auntie Suzie’s house dere. Cruze a few miles til you see the spot
whare da town had dat fair last spring, and then swing a right. Be mindful
now. There’s that old viaduct. You should be fixin’ to gander it around ten
minutes or so later.”

I guess this is why I still say “Youse guys”,
LOL. Americans do not speak “standard” En-
glish. We all have regional dialects. Some are
easy to understand. Some are quite difficult.

The Chinese visitors are often surprised that many Americans speak
differently than what they have been taught, and what is shown on
television.

http://blog.pshares.org/index.php/trying-to-write-the-southern-accent/


Other Posts

This is the second of two part post. You can visit the other post; ” The
Top Ten Misconceptions Americans have about China”. It can be found HERE.

Conclusions

The Chinese, when they visit America, come back with tales of adventure and
great stories that they tell to their friends. Their overall opinion and
picture of America is a positive one. They tell glowing stories of how abso-
lutely beautiful America is and how friendly Americans are.

They come back to China saying “America wasn’t at all what I expected. It
was better.”

“America wasn’t at all what I expected.
It was better.”

Take Aways

The Chinese believe the main-stream media and are impressed with Presi-
dent Trump for his ability to avoid hanging from a noose.
The way the American government works is a mystery to the Chinese. But,
that is ok. It is a mystery to most Americans as well.
The Chinese believe Americans are very wealthy, because by Chinese stan-
dards, you need to be a millionaire to be able to live like an American
does.
The Chinese are often surprised that Americans don’t carry guns every-
where.
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The Chinese visitor often finds that America is a very quiet and peaceful
place. It’s a bit of a surprise.
The Chinese are often very comfortable in the United States, but find
that making “real” friends is often very difficult to do.
The Chinese are often surprised that America works the same way as China
often does. It’s the “golden rule”; the one with all the gold makes all
the rules.
The Chinese are surprised that America has such a large police and mili-
tary presence.
They tend to be a little surprised that America is much safer than what
they have been led to believe.
The Chinese visitors are often surprised that many Americans speak differ-
ently than what they have been taught, and what is shown on television.

FAQ

Q: What do most Chinese think of America?
A: Most Chinese, that I know of, think favorably of America. The ones that
have visited the big cities such as New York, and San Francisco absolutely
love it. The ones that have toured America in cars, and have visited the
United States rave about how great America is. Their biggest complaint is
that their trip wasn’t long enough.

Q: What areas should a Chinese person visit?
A: There are so many places to choose from. But, were I to make a travel
plan, I would suggest a trip to the deep south like New Iberia, LA and a
visit to the French Quarter in New Orleans. I would suggest a trip to Savan-
na, GA. I would advise a visit to Boston in the middle of October when all
the leaves change. I would suggest a visit to some civil war battlefields.

Q: What can I do to entertain some visitors from China?
A: I would suggest a BBQ with some ice cold beer. Cook chicken and hamburg-
ers and American hot dogs.  The Chinese LOVE American hot dogs. It would be
a real treat for them. Take them out and shoot some guns. Go swimming and
if you have a boat go out and ride about in it. Go fishing, they would abso-
lutely love it. If you have a compound bow, let them try their skill shoot-
ing it.



Q: Would the Chinese eat my dog or cat?
A: Heavens! No! Most Chinese love animals, and both dogs and cats have a
special place in the hearts of most Chinese. The problem is that if you in-
troduce your dog or cat to them, they might end up spending all the time
with them instead of with you. If you dog can play frizbe, then show the
Chinese visitor how to throw it and everyone will have a great time.
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Articles & Links

You can start reading the articles by going HERE.
You can visit the Index Page HERE to explore by article subject.
You can also ask the author some questions. You can go HERE to find out
how to go about this.
You can find out more about the author HERE.
If you have concerns or complaints, you can go HERE.
If you want to make a donation, you can go HERE.
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